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Japan’s Development Assistance in Terms of Human Development:
The Case of New Biodiesel Production in Thailand
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Japan is one of the major donors in development assistance field. While previous studies often argue that Japan is
strong in the development of economic infrastructure, small number of studies have found that Japan also has some
know-how in implementing human development assistance. This paper examines Japan’s human development
practice, by focusing on the new biodiesel production project which was implemented by Japan-Thai specialists.
The paper finds that Japanese method of human development can contribute to empowering the human capital in
developing nations. However, it also demonstrates that inevitable force such as natural disaster, and communication
with foreign people may influence the development assistance project regardless of the relevance with the project

itself.
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